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Student Attendance

Why It Matters POOR ATTENDANCE CAN '
It chitdren don't show up for schoot regularty, they miss aut on LEAD To TH E FOLLOWI NG
fundamental reading and math skitls and th(;‘(m:rv l(:; buitd a habit FOR STU DENTS:

of guod attendance that will carry them inlo college ang careers N academIC prOblemS
Pretiminary data from 3 Californis study found that chitdren who : H
were chronically absent in kindergarten and 1st grade were far fess ¢ emOtlonal ISSU€Es
likely to read proficiently at the end of 3rd grade ° behaVioraI issues
» imparied social functioning
early school drop out
* involvement with the courts
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_ _ ) | POOR ATTENDANCE CAN
S SO ALLORTRI- N T A 368 LEAD TO THE FOLLOWING
- AS AN ADULT:
e marital problems
A  lower wages
S-AS5B0N » psychiatric problems
* substance abuse

s TARDIES ALSO ADD UP:
« 10 min/day = 1/2 a year
over 13 years

e 20 min/day = 1 year over 13
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) . years
o » 1 hr/day = over 2 1/2 years
over 13 years

Jan farg lary ad P ion alth SMedery
g Third Geodle ODurcosmes, Applied Sutvey Research May 2011



GOOD SCHOOL ATTENDANCE MEANS...
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Bid, You ¥now?
Students should miss no mare than 9 days of school each year to stay engaged, successful and
on track to graduation.
Frequent absences can be a sign that a student is losing interest in school, struggling with
school work, dealing with a bully or facing some other difficulty.
By 6th grade, absenteeism is one of three signs that a student may drop out of high school.
By 9th grade, attendance is a better predictor of graduation rates than 8th grade test scores.
Missing 10%, or 2 days a month, over the course of the school year, can affect a student’s

academic success.
Whall You, Canv Po-

Make school attendance a priority,

Hel

Talk about the importance of showing up to school every day.

Help your children maintain daily routines, such as finishing homework and getting a good
night's sleep.
Try not to schedule dental and medical appointments during the school day.

Keep your child healthy.

If your children must stay home because they are sick, make sure they have asked teachers for
resources and materials to make up for the missed learning time in the classroom.

p.your student stay engaged

Monitor you child's academic progress and seek help from teachers or tutors when necessary.
Make sure teachers know how to contact you.

Stay on top of your child's social contacts. Peer pressure can lead to skipping school, while
students without many friends can feel isolated.

Encourage your child to join meaningful after-school activities, including sports and clubs.
Notice and support your children if they are showing signs of anxiety.

Communicate with the school

* Know the school's attendance policy - incentives and penalties.
e Check on your child's attendance to be sure absences are not adding up.
» Seek help from school staff, other parents or community agencies if you need support.
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